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Program of Events 
Exhibitors/Cocktails 

Welcome 
Amisha Arya, Installation Chair 

Charrai Byrd and Alla Melamed, Emcees 

Outgoing Presidential Address 
Elizabeth Palillo 

Awards Presentations 
Kwaku Marfo 

Installation of the Board of Directors 
Installation of the President 

Mark Sinnet 

Incoming Presidential Address 
Mary Choy 

Installation Dinner Committee: 
Amisha Arya 

Jason Babby 

Kanika Ballani 

Yi Guo 

Alla Melamed 

Jennifer Miao 

Janna Roitman 

Rachel Staudt 

Celeste Vinulan 

Elsie Wong 

Installation Booklet Editors: 
Kanika Ballani 

Rachel Staudt 
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OUTGOING PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 2013 
Elizabeth Palillo, PharmD., BCPS 

 
 
 
 

ood evening and welcome to the 48th Annual Installation Dinner for 
the New York City Society of Health-System Pharmacists.  This time 
last year I stood before you with nervous excitement as I stepped into 
my new role as President. Now that I finally have a handle on 
everything the president actually does it is time for another leader to 

emerge.  It was important to me to really understand everything that our society was 
involved with throughout the year. I learned firsthand how many leaders we need to 
keep our society and our profession moving forward. 

This year was underscored by an undeniable sense of enthusiasm not only 
from our leadership but from our members. We had over 100 people signing up 
every month to attend our CE meetings. Members sent me emails and shared 
feedback throughout the year only further emphasizing the importance of 
networking and continuing education.   I'd be lying if I said I wasn't going to miss 
standing up in front of our members at the beginning of every CE meeting. The 
enthusiasm was contagious and it gave me the continued energy to press on 
throughout the year.  

Having the opportunity and the privilege to lead this organization is a memory 
that I will always treasure.  The friendships and professional bonds we all share help 
drive us to continue to deliver the best patient care. While at times we might feel 
weak and frustrated as individuals, we are incredibly strong as a society.  

We have accomplished so much this past year which I am proud of.   We had 
our first ever sports team with flag football. Even though some may say we fell short 
of success by traditional definitions this dedicated team added another layer of fun 
to our chapter.  We also hosted our first happy hour with an impressive attendance 
of over 30 people at Antarctica Bar.  New York City had the honor of hosting this 
year’s Quad Chapter Meeting where we had over 220 attendees! Our AIDS walk 
team, led by our fearless and persistent captain Charrai, reached its fundraising goal 
for the second year in a row- raising over $2,100!  Like any proud parent I could go 
on and on about the achievements of our chapter but you all have listened to me talk 
enough this past year.  Let me finish off with some brief thank yous.  There are so 
many people who played a role in the success of this year as well as the maintenance 
of my sanity. 
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Kwaku- You were a tough act to follow but I know this was a year you could 
be proud of.  Thank you for showing me the ropes and answering my unending 
questions. 

My Dedicated Board of Directors- Wilson, Amisha, Kanika, Yi, Michele, 
Honey, Basirat.  You made a potentially overwhelming year feel easy and controlled.   
All of this year’s success started with you. 

My Dedicated Board of Directors- Wilson, Amisha, Kanika, Yi, Michele, 
Honey, Basirat.  You made a potentially overwhelming year feel easy and controlled.   
All of this year’s success started with you. 

Our State Council Leaders- Fran Jordan, Ted Friedman, Mark Sinnett, Joe 
Pinto, Karen Falk, Vickie Powell.  Thank you for always guiding me and developing 
the future leaders of our chapter.  Our chapter is so fortunate to have so many active 
leaders. 

Mary Choy- You did an amazing job planning the CE meetings and I have 
no doubt you will make a fearless President.  Our chapter is in good hands with your 
leadership. 

My friends and family, especially my 
fiancée Lindsay- Thank you for the 
constant support and encouragement.  You 
were always there to give me that extra 
push when my confidence waivered. 

To the many other people I haven’t 
mentioned by name I hope I have thanked 
you personally throughout the year.  
Handing over the role of president to Mary 
is a bittersweet emotion.  You may not see 
me hogging the microphone at meetings 
anymore but I will still be there.  Please still 
come over and say hi since that is one of my 
favorite things about meetings.  I will 
approach my new role of immediate past 
president with the same dedication and 
passion as my time as President.  Thank you 
for an unforgettable year and enjoy the rest 
of your night. 
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NYCSHP PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 2013 
Mary Choy, PharmD., CGP 

 
 
 
 

ood evening and welcome to the 48th Annual Installation Dinner 
Program of the New York City Society of Health-system Pharmacists here 
at the grand New Yorker Hotel. I am honored to be here tonight. Since 
its inception, The New Yorker Hotel has welcomed many famous people 
over the years, including President JFK, boxer Muhammad Ali, actress 
Jennifer Hudson, and former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. I thank 

Amisha Arya and the Installation Team for choosing this iconic hotel; they truly 
couldn’t have found a better place for me to be installed as the President this evening.  

I first became involved with NYCSHP about 8 years ago, when I was a new 
practitioner and recent graduate of a residency program. I never once thought that I 
would one day be president of this great society. But here I am standing before all of 
you tonight, ready to take on this challenge. I've had the pleasure of working with great 
leaders (our past presidents...Catherine Revzon, Manny Palermo, Leila Tibi-Scherl, 
Monica Mehta, Joe Pinto, Kwaku Marfo, Elizabeth Palillo) over the years who have 
truly inspired me to take on the role of president. During these times, we’ve worked 
together to achieve many accomplishments, from establishing student programming to 
initiating legislative change in pharmacy in New York State, specifically with the 
passage of  "Pharmacists as Immunizers" and "Collaborative Therapy Drug 
Management (CDTM).” 

Healthcare reform is a national priority for the public, policymakers, health 
professionals, and healthcare organizations. On a national level, health-system 
pharmacists are now engaging in a practice model that is responsive to healthcare 
reform and the health system of the future. As President Obama once said “We have 
always understood that when times change, so must we; that fidelity to our founding 
principles requires new responses to new challenges; that preserving our individual 
freedoms ultimately requires collective action.” No single person can create change; it 
must be a collective effort. Most of you are already familiar with this futuristic practice 
model, termed Pharmacy Practice Model Initiative (PPMI). PPMI is a movement 
towards change in the way pharmacists practice in hospitals and health systems. It 
reflects the evolution of the various areas in hospitals and health-system pharmacy over 
the last 50 years, including medication-use policy, medication distribution, clinical 
pharmacy practice, pharmacy technician roles, pharmacists’ roles as organizational 
leaders, adherence to standards-based practice, and many more factors. As you can see, 
there are so many different areas to make an impact and I only have a short year to 
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realize my objectives, but I hope to start the initiative and pave the way for future 
leadership. The question that needs to be posed is: How are we empowering our 
pharmacists in New York to become agents of change and take on the responsibilities 
of what this initiative calls for – to support the most effective use of pharmacists’ 
knowledge as direct patient care providers. What about the students’ role in PPMI? Will 
they be prepared for this change in their profession? Interestingly enough, I first became 
familiar with the term PPMI while serving as the faculty advisor to the Student Society 
of Health-systems Pharmacy (SSHP) at Touro College. It was a new criterion that was 
implemented into ASHP’s national recognition of student societies, that every SSHP 
across the nation had to incorporate PPMI into their leadership agenda. Students have 
the opportunity to learn about PPMI through their student societies, but what about 
practicing pharmacists? During my term, I would like to start the conversation among 
health-system pharmacists, to engage their thoughts on the decentralized pharmacy 
model where the pharmacist has ownership for patient outcomes. We as a Society need 
to prepare our pharmacists to welcome this change, through mentorship, additional 
networking meetings, and knowledge-based programs on the Affordable Care Act. I will 
also work with Mark Sinnet to address the CDTM sunset next year and how we can 
help with the data collection project in an effort for us to continue to practice CDTM 
in New York State. An additional goal of mine that falls under PPMI is the expansion 
of the role of pharmacy technicians. As a board member on one of the pharmacy 
technician schools in NYC, I have advised the Sanford Brown Institute on achieving 
ASHP accreditation. Some of our board members, including myself, have taught 
pharmacy technician students a range of topics, from cultural competency to nutritional 
supplements. With the role of the pharmacy technician expanding, we as pharmacists 
need to continue these initiatives and incorporate additional educational programming 
into NYCSHP.  

Today, pharmacy professionals are one of the most accessible healthcare 
providers and play a valuable role in the nation’s public health. However, most do not 
realize that the everyday pharmacist, whether they are practicing in the community or 
other ambulatory care setting, or in the hospital setting...are ACTIVE practitioners of 
public health. Everyday, no matter what the practice setting, pharmacists are making 
recommendations to other healthcare providers and counseling patients on their 
medication regimens. Each year, drug-related adverse events result in 4 million visits to 
emergency departments or other health care facilities. According to the FDA, the cost 
of these visits exceeds $4 billion. How can we advocate for public health in pharmacy 
and move the profession forward? The answer is simple, and requires a global effort 
from ALL pharmacists that are currently practicing and mentoring students. Some of 
NYCSHP’s current initiatives include counseling children about using asthma inhalers 
at the Ryan Nena Clinic, participating in the New York Cares Day, and participating 
in AIDS and Cancer Walks. There is much more that we can do – one of my goals for 
this year is to engage our membership and partner with the NYC Coalition for a Smoke-
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Free City on banning tobacco sold in pharmacies, and becoming involved in some of 
the city initiatives related to banning tobacco display ads at retail establishments. All of 
these public health initiatives will continue to put pharmacy and pharmacists on the 
map, and I hope that we all will become more involved as public health pharmacists in 
New York City.  

And for the final goal, those of you who know me know that I love writing. It is 
rewarding to write in the healthcare field, to share with others our knowledge and 
expertise. I believe that we need to get all the great things that we do documented and 
published, wherever and whenever. Whether it is an innovative thought, case report, 
review article, or research article – there will be someone interested in reading it, 
whether it be in a journal, the newspaper, a newsletter, our website, or on one of our 
social media sites...I think you get the picture. It is a matter of having the right resources 
and persistence. I would like to foster a writing environment for pharmacists and 
students and provide our members the skills to write professionally in their careers. 
Additionally, I would like to create a section on the website where everyone will have 
access to resources on writing, from how to write an article to writing abstracts and 
posters. Publishing is not generally a skill that we learn in pharmacy school, but we can 
certainly attain those skills as a pharmacist. A student that I published with described 
seeing his name as an author for the first time as one of the best feelings in the world. 
We presented a poster this past year at ASHP on the “Implementation of a website and 
social media in a city chapter of a state pharmacy organization.”  How many city 
chapters can say they have all of these tools for their members? I would like to continue 
this research in the upcoming term and 
explore ways on improving our social 
network.  

In closing, I would like to give 
special thanks to my extended family 
which includes Touro College, 
Metropolitan Hospital, and NYCSHP. It 
has been a pleasure working with all of 
you and I thank you all for your 
continued support. I am blessed to be 
working with students every day, and it is 
inspiring to be able to mentor them in 
finding their way in pharmacy and guide 
them towards their career paths. I hope 
everyone enjoys the evening and I look 
forward to expanding our profession 
together in the upcoming term and 
beyond.  
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2013  
Joel Yellin Award of Merit 

Dr. Rov Browne 
 
 
 
 
 
The Award of Merit was established in 1967 by the New York City Society of 
Hospital Pharmacists to honor an individual or a group of individuals for significant 
contributions, which have had a positive effect on the practice of hospital pharmacy 
in the metropolitan New York area.  As of 2004, this award has been renamed the 
Joel Yellin Award of Merit, in honor of his devotion to the practice of pharmacy and 
the New York City and New York State associations. 
 

Sr. Jane Durgan 
Kurt Kleinman 

Joel Yellin 
Isadore Greenberg 

Gilbert Simon 
Bernhard Mehl 
John Coppola 

Rafael Sandusky 
Seymour Katz 
Marvin Lew 

Harbert Carlin 
David Adelman 
Frank Corvino 

Harvey Maldow 
Richard Zeitoun 

Bruce Kay 
Barry Goldstein 
Nancy DiLiegro 

John Manzo 
Ted Friedman 

Frank Sosnowski 
Michael Blumenfeld 
Karol Wollenburg 

Bill Larkin 
Vickie Powell 
Joanne Meyer 

Christine Kubin 
Larry Schiller 

Michele B. Kaufman 
Thomas E. O’Brien 
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2013 
 
 
 

Brittany Wallen 
Touro College of Pharmacy 

 

 

Tammy Pham 
Touro College of Pharmacy 

 

 
 

 
 
The Outstanding Student Award is presented by the New York City Society of 
Health-system Pharmacists to an exceptional pharmacy student.   
 
The nominees are selected by the college and the students present their CVs and an 
essay on a pharmacy-related topic to the Award Nominations Committee.  The 
voting members of the New York City Society of Health-system Pharmacists Board 
of Directors then select the award recipient. 
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2013 
 
 
 

Adejoke Agbaje 
Touro College of Pharmacy 

 

 
 

 
 
The Outstanding Member Award "Volunteerism Award" is presented by the New 
York City Society of Health-system Pharmacists to an exceptional member of the 
society. This award will be presented to a non-Board member who was very active 
and involved in the society's activities	in the past year. This is the first year for this 
Outstanding Member Award and the purpose for this award is to promote general 
member involvement. 
	 
The nominees are selected by the President of the	New York City Society of Health-
system Pharmacists	and voting members of the New York City Society of Health-
system Pharmacists Board of Directors then select the award recipient. 
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Board of Directors 
 

 
 
 

2012-2013 

President Elizabeth Palillo 

President-Elect Mary Choy 

Immediate Past President Kwaku Marfo 

Treasurer Yi Guo 

Secretary Michele B. Kaufman 

Directors at Large Amisha Arya 

Kanika Ballani 

Wilson Tam 

 
 
 
 
 

2013-2014 

President Mary Choy 

President-Elect Amisha Arya 

Immediate Past President Elizabeth Palillo 

Treasurer Yi Guo 

Secretary Michele B. Kaufman 

Directors at Large Jason Babby 

Kanika Ballani 

Wilson Tam 
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Educational Grant Support 
 

 
 
 

Industrial Relations Program – September, 2012 
Astellas 

AstraZeneca 

Cadence 

CSL Behring 

Daiichi-Sankyo 

Celgene 

Genetech 

Grifols USA 

Janssen Johnson & Johnson 

Lilly USA 

Merck 

Novo Nordisk 

OctaPharma 

Otsuka 

Progressive Medical Inc. 
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NYCSHP would like to thank 
the following for the Installation Program 2013 

 
 
 
 

Platinum Sponsor 

GNYHA Services/Premier 
Sponsor 

Allergan 

AstraZeneca 

Cadence 

CSL Behring 

Baiichi-Sankyo 

Celgene 

Genetech 

Forest 

Grifols 

Janssen J&J 

Lilly USA 

Merck 

Novo Nordisk 

NYU Langone Medical Center 

OctaPharma 

Otsuka 

Progressive Medical Inc 

Sigma Tau 

Stericyle 
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NYSCHP Annual Assembly 2013 
Turning Stone, Verona, NY 
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New York Cares Day at PS 44, Bronx NY 
October, 2012 



 
17 

 
 

 

 

Industry Relations Dinner 
Leadership and 

Networking Skills at the 
New York Academy of 

Medicine 
September 12, 2012 
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Continuing Education Dinners 

 
NYCSHP on the Today Show! 
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NYCSHP Volunteers at the 
Asthma Awareness Fair 
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NYCSHP Happy Hours 
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NYCSHP AIDS Walk Team 2013 
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PAST PRESIDENTS 
NEW YORK CITY SOCIETY OF HEALTH-SYSTEM PHARMACISTS 

1956-57 Harold Neham 1984-85 Harvey Maldow 
1957-58 Harold Neham 1985-86 Richard Zeitoun 
1958-59 Norman Baker 1986-87 Bruce Kaye 
1959-60 Arthur Dodds 1987-88 Anthony Pramberger 
1960-April Leo Blackman 1988-89 Barry Goldstein 
1960-June Albert Kossler 1989-90 Ray Gizienski 
1961-62 Albert Kossler 1990-91 Catherine Dow 
1962-63 Joel Yellin 1991-92 Anne Sorrentino 
1963-64 Joel Yellin 1992-93 Michael Barrone 
1964-65 Robert Leventhal 1993-94 John Manzo 
1965-66 Gilbert Simon 1994-95 Frank Sosnowski 
1966-67 Gilbert Simon 1995-96 Ted Friedman 
1967-68 Bernard Mehl 1996-97 Abby Rosen 
1968-69 Bernard Mehl 1997-98 Jean Tang 
1969-70 George Goldstein 1998-99 Vincent Giambanco 
1970-71 Eugene Mills 1999-2000 Frances Jordan 
1971-72 Robert Feinberg 2000-01 Jennie Kopystianskyj 
1972-73 Ronald Post 2001-02 Vickie Powell 
1973-74 Marvin Lew 2002-03 Darren Culshaw 
1974-75 Eleanor Schleider 2003-04 Danielle Longo 
1975-76 Mary Link Bishop 2004-05 Heather LaCorte 
1976-77 Michael Morrone 2005-06 Bernadette Ellegard 
1977-78 Seymour Katz 2006-07 Catherine Tom-Revzon 
1978-79 Harry Hicks 2007-08 Emmanuel Palmero 
1979-80 Dorothy Testa 2008-09 Leila Tibi 
1980-81 David Adelman 2009-10 Joe Pinto 
1981-82 Diane Gerbaucks 2010-11 Monica Mehta 
1982-83 Harriet Ellis 2011-12 Kwaku Marfo 
1983-84 Michael Better 2012-13 Elizabeth Palillo 
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