
   

 



 

IN STATE-OF-THE-ART HEALTHCARE 

FOR WESTCHESTER, THE HUDSON 

VALLEY AND THE BRONX 

Pharmacy Department at Montefiore 
Medical Center Congratulates All the 
NYCSHP Officers & Wishes Them a 

Wonderful Year Ahead! 



Welcome – Installation Chair & Director-At-Large 
Alla Khaytin and Zane Last 

 

Outgoing Presidential Address  
Yi Guo 

 

Award Presentations 
Amisha Leimbach 

 

Installation of Officers 
Joe Pinto 

Installation of the Board of Directors 
Installation of the President 

 

Incoming Presidential Address  
Jason Babby 

 

Installation Dinner Organizers 
Zane Last 

Alla Khaytin 
George Bugayenko 

Sasha Libman 
Thu Nguyen  

——Program of Events—— 
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OUTGOING PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 2016 
Yi Guo, Pharm.D.  

Good evening everyone!  What a wonderful celebration!  I still vividly remember the moment I 
stood right here on the same stage being sworn in as the president of New York City Society of 
Health-System Pharmacists (NCYSHP) a year ago.  That’s the moment which I will always 
treasure.  I am extremely honored and grateful to have been given the opportunity to serve you 
all as the president of NYCSHP for the past 12 months.  First, I would like to thank our installa-
tion committee (Zane Last, Alla Khaytin, George Bugayenko and Sasha Libman) for organizing 
this amazing event.  And also I would like to thank each and every one of you for being here 
this evening and for your continuous support!   
 
It has been an exciting and fun journey for me to work with our board of directors, committee 
chairs, and members throughout the year.  I have grown on both a professional and a personal 
level and I have learned so much from each one of you!  As your outgoing president, I reflect 
upon the monthly continuing education (CE) programs, networking programs, discussions at 
board of directors meetings, and all the accomplishments of our chapter, I want to say that I am 
so proud of all of you!  
 
This past year, one of my goals for our chapter was to collaborate, network, and deepen the 
relationships with our neighboring chapters to strengthen the bond in our pharmacy community.  
Our chapter launched several events for the very first time!  Last fall, NYCSHP initiated our 
first networking dinner program with the Royal Counties chapter in Little Italy, NY and the first 
CE dinner program with the Westchester chapter at Montefiore Medical Center, Bronx, NY.  
Members including residents and students from all different chapters were able to come togeth-
er and bring the pharmacy community closer.  We received such great feedback from each 
chapter, subsequently, NYCSHP initiated and collaborated four more networking dinner pro-
grams with other chapters throughout the year!  Moreover, we also kicked off our very first 
hiking trip at Breakneck Ridge with spectacular views over the Hudson River led by our direc-
tor-at-large Zane Last.  Members, friends and families from the Royal Counties, Long Island 
and Westchester chapters joined this outing as well.  What a fun way it was to connect with 
each other outside of our traditional programs!   
 
The other goal of our chapter was to support collaborative drug therapy management (CDTM) 
expansion bills and engaging the technicians more. We launched our first letter writing/
emailing session to our legislators to support the CDTM expansion bills during our CE dinner 
program with Monica Mehta.  This was extremely helpful because we were able to engage our 
members to be more hands on through real time action together. This action embraced and 
strengthened the bond between members within our chapters. Last month, NYCSHP also sent 
out our first technician survey to help us identify the areas of improvement on how to support 
our technicians better as a local chapter. The results of this survey will provide us insight on 
how we can design our CE/networking programs to tailor them more toward technicians.  So 
far, we have had more than 120 technicians from different healthcare systems who have com-
pleted the survey.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who helped facilitate 
the process to have your technicians complete the survey.  If your technicians haven’t filled out   
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the survey yet, please do so as the survey is still currently open.  And we will share the results 
of the survey with you all shortly. 
 
Our chapter has done lots and lots of great things throughout the year!  What I mentioned above 
are only a few highlights in addition to our annual beautification of Adopt-a-Highway, painting 
walls at schools in the Bronx, advocating for pharmacists on the Today Show, AIDS Walk, etc.  
The list keeps going on and on!  Many people came to me and told me that the New York City 
chapter is the chapter that has the most number of events throughout the year.  The bar and 
expectations are raised higher every year, and NYCSHP has become a leading chapter!  And I 
know this is because I have a group of brilliant board of directors and committee chairs who do 
the extraordinary work!  
 
NYCSHP is a chapter with lots of fun, energy and new ideas!  There are so many people who 
played a role in the success of this year.  I would like to thank our board of directors and com-
mittee chairs for their continuous support!  Amisha Leimbach, Jason Babby, Michele Kaufman, 
Marie DiMicco, Karen Berger, Charrai Byrd, Zane Last, Alla Khaytin, Sasha Libman, Maabo 
Kludze-Forson, Eva Berrios-Colon, Kanika Ballani, Elsie Wong, Jamie Chin and Loriel  
Solodokin: amazing team work—without your dedication and contribution, our chapter would 
not be the same!  I’m so proud and thankful for what we have achieved.  To our past presidents, 
Mary Choy, Liz Cobb, and Leila Tibi-Scherl: thank you for your commitment to the city chap-
ter and just simply being around!  To our state council liaisons of the city chapter, Joe Pinto, 
Monica Mehta, and Philip Manning: thank you for sharing your wisdom and insight with us.  
It’s always great to see your faces at our monthly board of directors meetings and CE/
networking programs!  
 
To my Montefiore family, Mark Sinnett and Frank Sosnowski: thank you for your guidance and 
for nurturing me to become a better clinician and leader each day!  And I have learned so much 
from both of you!  Philip Chung, Belinda Ostrowsky, and Priya Nori: you make work so much 
fun with our antimicrobial stewardship program every 
day!  I am extremely blessed to work with all of you.  
Finally, to my dear family and my husband Derrick 
Chen, thank you for all the love and support during this 
very busy year!       
 
As we move forward with two strong NYCSHP presi-
dents ahead of us, Jason Babby and Karen Berger, I am 
confident that our chapter is in good hands.  Jason 
Babby, I have no doubt that great things will continue to 
happen with NYCSHP under your leadership.  And with 
Joe Pinto as our new state president, we have a state 
leader deeply committed to advance our pharmacy 
profession.  As I turn the corner and transition to my new 
role as immediate-past president, I pledge my ongoing 
support and dedication to NYCSHP! I am looking 
forward to a wonderful year ahead and thank you for an 
amazing year!  
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NYCSHP PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 2016 
Jason Babby, Pharm.D., BCPS 

Pharmacy Without Borders 
It truly is a humbling experience to be here with you today and be installed as the President of 
the NYC Chapter of the New York State Council of Health-System Pharmacists. A journey like 
this is not made alone. So, I would like to thank my friends, peers, mentors, work colleagues, 
and family for being there with me and for me. Your opinions, accomplishments, friendships, 
and support have truly been an inspiration!  
 
While I was a student on rotations, a faculty member (Dr. Mary Choy) invited me to an NYC-
SHP CE program. At first I thought, “Should I go”? I knew everyone attending the program 
would be pharmacists and I would not know anyone there (except for Mary). I eventually 
decided to go to the program—it was at a great Italian restaurant and as a student, how could I 
pass up a free meal? During the CE, I met Manny Palermo, the president, and Leila Tibi-Scherl, 
the president-elect, of the society at the time. Little did I know that going to the program would 
have such an impact on my life. They invited me to the August “Pass the Gavel” meeting, 
which was the first Board of Directors meeting I ever attended. As a student that year, I became 
the Chair of Public Relations and created the first NYCSHP Facebook page. Fast-forward two 
years later (I was in New Jersey for two years completing by PGY-1 and PGY-2), and I’m 
sitting in Ted Friedman’s office interviewing for a Drug Information Coordinator position at 
The Mount Sinai Hospital. We started discussing organization involvement and he asked me 
“When are you going to be President of NYCSHP?” I looked at him with a shocked face and 
told him that I first have to get involved again. And that’s exactly what I did! In the years that 
followed, I was a member of the Clinical Pharmacy Subcommittee, Installation Committee, and 
Resolutions Committee. I also served as a delegate, Director-At-Large, and President-Elect. 
That brings us to today and I am so excited and honored for the opportunity to serve as the 
President of NYCSHP! 
  
The role of our profession is changing rapidly through Collaborative Drug Therapy Manage-
ment (CDTM) and the ASHP Practice Advancement Initiative (PAI).  PAI, formerly known as 
the Pharmacy Practice Model Initiative (PPMI), aspires to transform how pharmacists care for 
patients by empowering the pharmacy team to take responsibility for medication-use outcomes. 
It aims to do this by integrating pharmacists into health-care teams, leveraging the skills of 
pharmacy technicians, promoting pharmacist credentialing and training, encouraging the appro-
priate use of medication-safety technology, and ensuring pharmacists are leaders in medication 
use. During my term as the NYCSHP President, I would like to promote and encourage any 
initiatives aimed towards further enhancing the CDTM and PAI objectives. 
 
One of the goals of our profession is to obtain provider status. Acknowledging pharmacists as 
providers in the Social Security Act reinforces the value that pharmacists bring to health care 
teams in emerging health care delivery models, including Accountable Care Organizations. 
Achieving provider status for pharmacists will make it easier for patients to have access to 
pharmacist-provided patient care services by specifically referencing pharmacists as providers 
as well as recognizing the value they bring to the health care team. The  Pharmacy and Medic- 
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-ally Underserved Areas Enhancement Act is a bipartisan legislation that will amend one of the 
sections of the Social Security Act to include pharmacists on the list of recognized healthcare 
providers. Currently, there are 18 cosponsors and 11 non-cosponsors in New York. We have to 
continue to advocate for provider status until we have 29 cosponsors of this act in New York.  
 
Every day, pharmacists make decisions that affect the way they think, live, interact, and learn. 
We must take the initiative. Leaders make decisions, provide direction, develop plans, guide 
and nurture themselves and others, seek opportunities, and make choices. In the truest sense of 
the word, each of us sitting here is a leader, and everyone, at some point, exhibits leadership. 
Thomas Moore, explains “‘Soul’ is not a thing, but a quality or dimension of experiencing life 
and ourselves. It has to do with depth, value, relatedness, heart, and personal substance. I do 
not use the word here as an object of religious belief or as something to do with immortality.” I 
believe that in order for pharmacy to fully advance, we all must have “depth, value, relatedness, 
heart, and personal substance.” Pharmacists should be integral to and active participants on eve-
ry health care team. All these national initiatives (CDTM, PAI, and provider status) help us 
practice at “the top of our license.” We all have to do our part to make this vision a reality.  
 
Several members have asked me, “What vision do I have for this society”?  I reflected on some 
of my favorite quotes in the past few months, and it was Albus Dumbledore that spoke to my 
heart. “It is our choices that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities.” What we do 
with the opportunities presented to us determines what kind of people we are. This led me to 
my vision for this year: Pharmacy without Borders. One of my goals, is not only to continue the 
tradition of local community service, but to expand it by having members of our chapter partici-
pate in a Medical Mission. I also aim to start a mentoring program with local high schools. We 
mentor pharmacy students and pharmacists, but it’s time to get out of our bubble and mentor 
others. I’ve counseled several patients in the hospital who never knew there were pharmacists 
working in an institutional setting. We definitely need to become more visible and there is cer-
tainly a dire need to advertise our profession, expertise and quality of care that we offer to our 
patients. By mentoring others outside the pharmacy field, we will not only be able to make a 
difference in their lives, but also promote our role in advancing health care. Lastly, I would also 
like to transform the Resident Collaborative Committee 
into the New Practitioner Committee. Transforming the 
committee to include all new practitioners will show our 
dedication to providing them with key resources they 
need to succeed—networking opportunities, volunteering 
opportunities, and leadership roles that can help them 
grow personally and professionally. 
 
I look forward to beginning my term as the NYCSHP 
President and bringing down borders to further expand 
our profession. I hope to see all of you actively engaged 
in our events in the coming academic year. The “Pass the 
Gavel” meeting will be in August, so I charge all of you 
to invite someone to come along to the meeting. You 
never know, the person you invite may become the next 
president of NYCSHP! Thank you!  
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2016 

Outstanding Student Awards 
 

Peter M Hoang 
Touro College of Pharmacy 

Terry Nguyen 
Touro College of Pharmacy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Outstanding Student Award is presented by the New York City Society 
of Health-System Pharmacists to an exceptional pharmacy student who has 
expressed dedication to health-system pharmacy. The New York City Society 
of Health-System Pharmacists Board of Directors selects the award recipient. 
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Gretchen Pasion Marcelino 
Touro College of Pharmacy 

 

 
 
 
 
The Outstanding Member Award "Volunteerism Award" is presented by the 
New York City Society of Health-system Pharmacists to an exceptional 
member of the society. This award will be presented to a non-Board mem-
ber who was very active and involved in the society's activities in the past 
year. The New York City Society of Health-System Pharmacists Board of 
Directors selects the award recipient.   

2016 
Outstanding Volunteer Award 
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Educational Grant Support 

Industry Relations Program: September 2015 

Special Projects: May 2016 
Allergan 

Equashield 
Fresenius Kabi 

 

Grants 2015-2016 
Theravance  
AstraZeneca  

Gilead  
Novo Nordisk  

Actavis 
AstraZeneca 

Bayer 
Bristol-Myers Squib 

Chiesi 
Grifols 

Novartis 
Novo Nordisk 
Octapharma 

Otsuka 
Salix 

Sandoz 
Sunovion 

Teva 

AbbVie 
Alexion 

AstraZeneca  
Creative Educational Concepts, Inc. 

Octapharma 
Otsuka  
PRIME 

Simply Speaking HIV 
Sunovion 

Theravance  

Monthly Meetings: 2015-2016 
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NYCSHP would like to thank 
the following companies for exhibiting at the  

Installation Program 2016 
 
 
 

Alkermes Bio-pharmaceutical 
Allergan 
Amgen 

AstraZeneca 
Bristol-Myers Squib 

Fresenius-Kabi 

Lilly USA 
Merck 

Novo Nordisk 
OctaPharma 

Otsuka 

Sandoz 
Sunovion 

Teva Health 

LabRepCo 

Pfizer 

Equashield 

Gilead 
GSK 
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2016 Annual Assembly: Saratoga Springs, NY 
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NYCSHP Board of Directors Meetings 
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NYCSHP Programs 
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NYCSHP in Action! 
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Board of Directors 
 2015-2016 

President 
President-Elect 

Immediate Past President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Directors at Large 

Jason Babby 
Karen Berger 

Yi Guo 
Marie DiMicco 
Charrai Byrd 

Zane Last 
Nikki Bhogal 

Maabo Kludze-Forson 

2016-2017 

President 
President-Elect 

Immediate Past President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Directors at Large 

Yi Guo 
Jason Babby 

Amisha Leimbach 
Marie DiMicco 

Michele B. Kaufman 
Zane Last 

Karen Berger 
Charrai Byrd 

2015-2016 Committee Members 
Bulletin Editors 

Sasha Libman 
Alla Khaytin 

Maabo Kludze-Forson 
 

Faculty Liaisons 
Mary Choy (Touro) 
Khusbu Patel (SJU) 
Antony Pham (LIU) 

 
Public Relations 

Kara Kubli 
Jessica Snead 

 
Special Projects 

Demetra Tsapepas 
Daryl Paris 
Jason Chan 

 
Constitution and By-Laws 

Amisha Leimbach 
Kwaku Marfo 
Wilson Tam 

Membership 
Priyasha Uppal 
Jamee Maase 
Jordan Keen 
Karin Koseck 

Iryna Pokotylyuk 
 

Industry Relations 
Michelle Lee 

Benjamin Georgiades 
Sefa Kploanyi 
Vita Rozenfeld 

 
Social Media Coordinator 

Elsie Wong 
 
 

Legislative Affairs 
Leanne Svoboda 

Mitch Dorn 
Peter Hoang 

Sefa Kploanyi 
 

Student Relations 
Christopher Mendoza 
Mehwish Mahmood 

Sefa Kploanyi 
Karissa Johnson 

 
Installation Program 

Sasha Libman 
Alla Khaytin 

George Bugayenko 
 

Grant Writing 
Evangelina Berrios-Colon 

Kanika Ballani 
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Supportive Personnel 

Mitch Dorn 
 
 
 
 

Historian  
Jamie Chin 

 
Residents Collaborative 

Loriel Solodokin 
Jamie Chin 

 
 

 
Community Outreach 

Marie DiMicco 

State Liaisons 
Monica Mehta 

Joe Pinto 
Phil Manning 

Vincent Giambanco 

2015-2016 Delegates 
Jason Babby, Kanika Ballani, Karen Berger, Mary Choy, Elizabeth Cobb, Yi Guo,  

Fran Jordan, Michele B. Kaufman, Amisha Leimbach,  
Mike Mazza (Alternate), Wilson Tam (Alternate), Leila Tibi-Scherl (Alternate) 
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PAST PRESIDENTS 
NEW YORK CITY SOCIETY OF HEALTH-

SYSTEM PHARMACISTS 
 

1956-57 Harold Neham 
1957-58 Harold Neham 
1958-59 Norman Baker 
1959-60 Arthur Dodds 

1960 April Leo Blackman 
1960 June Albert Kossler 
1961-62 Albert Kossler 

1962-63 Joel Yellin 
1963-64 Joel Yellin 

1964-65 Robert Leventhal 
1965-66 Gilbert Simon 
1966-67 Gilbert Simon 
1967-68 Bernard Mehl 
1968-69 Bernard Mehl 

1969-70 George Goldstein 
1970-71 Eugene Mills 

1971-72 Robert Feinberg 
1972-73 Ronald Post 
1973-74 Marvin Lew 

1974-75 Eleanor Schleider 
1975-76 Mary Link Bishop 
1976-77 Michael Morrone 

1977-78 Seymour Katz 
1978-79 Harry Hicks 

1979-80 Dorothy Testa 
1980-81 David Adelman 

1981-82 Diane Gerbauckas 
1982-83 Harriet Ellis 

1983-84 Michael Better 
1984-85 Harvey Maldow 
1985-86 Richard Zeitoun 

 

1986-87 Bruce Kaye 
1987-88 Anthony Pramberger 

1988-89 Barry Goldstein 
1989-90 Ray Gizienski 
1990-91 Catherine Dow 

1991-92 Anne Sorrentino 
1992-93 Michael Barrone 

1993-94 John Manzo 
1994-95 Frank Sosnowski 

1995-96 Ted Friedman 
1996-97 Abby Rosen 
1997-98 Jean Tang 

1998-99 Vincent Giambanco 
1999-00 Frances Jordan 

2000-01 Jennie Kopystianskyj 
2001-02 Vickie Powell 

2002-03 Darren Culshaw 
2003-04 Danielle Longo 
2004-05 Heather LaCorte 

2005-06 Bernadette Ellegard 
2006-07 Catherine Tom-Revzon 

2007-08 Emmanuel Palmero 
2008-09 Leila Tibi 
2009-10 Joe Pinto 

2010-11 Monica Mehta 
2011-12 Kwaku Marfo 

2012-13 Elizabeth Cobb 
2013-14 Mary Choy 

2014-15 Amisha Leimbach 
2015-16 Yi Guo 
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