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Exhibitors/Cocktails 

Welcome – Installation Chair & Director-At-Large 
Diana Nagrecha & Jason Babby 

Outgoing Presidential Address  
Mary Choy 

Award Presentations 
 Elizabeth Cobb 

Installation of Officers 
Ted Friedman 

Installation of the Board of Directors 
Installation of the President 

Incoming Presidential Address  
Amisha Arya 

Program Organizers: 
Diana Nagrecha 

Jason Babby 
Alla Khaytin 
Rachel Staudt 

Aniwaa Owusu-Obeng 
Niki Patel 

Kendra Yum 

——Program of Events—— 
 



 4 

OUTGOING PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 2014 
Mary Choy, PharmD,CGP 

 As your outgoing President, I am profoundly grateful to you for giving me the 
honor to represent you this past year. I have worked with the New York State     
Council of Health-System Pharmacists on the state’s strategic planning initiative and 
had the opportunity to strengthen the mission and vision statements to better reflect us 
as an organization. As President of the New York City Society of Health-system 
Pharmacists, I had the opportunity to create change and inspire our members. There 
were many accomplishments throughout the year, and I wanted to highlight a few of 
our main initiatives tonight: 1) Public Health, 2) Education, and 3) Communication. 
 For the first initiative, Public Health: we were able to inspire our membership 
to be involved with community events such as a patient safety workshop in an        
under-served area of Brooklyn that was featured in the media, including Sinovision 
TV and newspapers such as Sing Tao, World Journal, and Epoch Times. Our partner-
ship with the New York City Department of Health & Mental Hygiene led to three 
brown bag events in the community, and we will be planning many more. An over-
whelming number of pharmacist and student members have responded that they are 
interested in participating in these community events, and we hope to continue with 
these initiatives. The next project I will be working on is coordinating flu clinics for 
Brooklyn, Harlem, and Bronx area residents with a community partner who is able to 
provide up to 200 immunizations per event. I want to thank all of our members who 
have expressed an interest in volunteering their time and efforts, for all of our      
community endeavors now and in the future. 
 For the second initiative, Education: we were able to plan educational pro-
grams on the Pharmacy Practice Model Initiative, Affordable Care Act, and embrace 
the changing role of pharmacists. The Writing in Pharmacy workshop equipped our 
pharmacists with the tools to publish and present at national conferences. We have 
received close to $20,000 in educational grants and hope to continue this momentum. 
Each issue of our chapter Bulletin during my presidency has included cases and/or 
articles written by pharmacy residents and/or students, so it appears that we have   
gotten the word out to these individuals to write articles. Keep them coming and keep 
up the good work! 
 For the third initiative, Communication: we highlighted our chapter to pharma-
cy students in the NYC schools, and volunteered our time speaking to high school stu-
dents at career day events. Our profession needs more leaders and our chapters need 
more members so we need to continue supporting these efforts to highlight our  
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profession. It was especially meaningful for me as I was able to inspire two high 
school students who had just received their acceptance letters to schools of pharma-
cy…to take the challenge of becoming a pharmacist. The next item I spoke to them 
about was asking them to join the society - it’s never too early to get those new mem-
bers. We have also seen an increase in student membership and student involvement in 
our chapter. As faculty advisor to Touro College of Pharmacy, we have recruited over 
100 students during the membership drive this year. Board members are reaching out 
to more students and residents to get them involved earlier in their careers. Thank you 
for bringing your students, other pharmacists, and residents, as well as having them 
bring their classmates and colleagues. In addition to promoting NYCSHP to the public 
and increasing membership, we have also created a role for a historian to document all 
of our events and blog on the website. If you haven’t already, you may visit our    
website, www.nycshp.org, to sign up for our posts. 
 Pharmacy is changing its landscape and we need to be prepared for the expand-
ed role with the Affordable Care Act. It is truly the best time to be a pharmacist, with 
exciting legislation coming our way and our profession working to achieve provider 
status across the nation, and hopefully sometime in the near future…in New York 
State. Dr. Monica Mehta once said to me: “We pharmacists must practice at the top of 
our licenses.” I will continue to work with our incoming President, Amisha Arya, on 
this expansion and I am confident we are moving into a better era for pharmacists.  
 In closing, I would like to give special thanks to my extended family which   
includes Touro College, Metropolitan Hospital, and NYCSHP. A special thanks to the 
board members who made these initiatives possible – Michele Kaufman, Yi Guo,   
Elizabeth Cobb, Amisha Arya, Kanika Ballani, Wilson Tam, Jason Babby, Elsie 
Wong, Jason Wong, Eva Berrios-Colon, Karen Berger, Tran Tran, Honey Hossain, 
Basirat Shoberu, and all the residents and students. It has also been a pleasure to work 
with our NYSCHP liaisons – Fran Jordan, Mark 
Sinnett, and Ted Friedman.....they are always a 
great resource, especially when discussing what 
has historically been done in NYCSHP and 
NYSCHP. To my family, who has always been 
there for me – my mom, my in-laws, Eric, Ray, 
and my 2 adorable kids - 3 year old Elise and 20 
month old Ethan, for making me laugh every day. 
I hope everyone enjoys the evening and I look   
forward to continuing to work with all of you in 
advancing our profession now and in the future. 
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NYCSHP PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 2014 
Amisha Arya, Pharm.D. 

 Good evening and welcome to the 49th Annual Installation Dinner of the New York City 
Society of Health-system Pharmacists here at the New Yorker Hotel.  It’s hard to believe that my 
year as president-elect has come to an end and I’m honored to be here tonight to celebrate with 
you all.  First, I would like to thank the Installation Dinner Committee, Jason Babby, Rachel 
Staudt, and Diana Nagrecha:  you did a great job planning this event and I know this will be an 
unforgettable night. 
 I remember a particular day when I was a PGY1 resident at Mount Sinai:  Ted Friedman, 
the Director of Operations and a residency preceptor, stopped by the residents' office and         
motioned for us it was time to go.  Earlier that morning he had mentioned a board meeting that we 
were supposed to attend with him.  I couldn't think of anything I would rather do less at that      
moment.  I was sleep deprived, had a full service of patients to follow-up on, a presentation the 
next morning, and the latest episode of Jersey Shore on my TiVo.  Earlier that day, a packet of 
resolutions appeared on my desk as a reminder of our post-workday meeting. 
 I grabbed the resolutions packet from the desk, rode with Ted across town, and followed 
him into the meeting.  There were unfamiliar faces around the conference room table; I heard 

musings about bylaws, constitutions, and sunsets... I heard about more meetings, some involving 
continuing education, others involving member networking.  I didn't know what to make of it, but 
I decided to keep going back to find out.  I'm so glad that I did because I now know the I  
mportance of it all.  These bylaws became the practice that we call pharmacy, these continuing 
education events are the knowledge we need to stay on top of the latest guidelines and evidence 
based medicine, and those unfamiliar faces around the table are now my pharmacy family in the 
audience today....I'm sure many of you have similar stories of how you became involved in   
NYCSHP. 
 Fast forward to today:  we are members of this profession and organization.  Now 
what?  As pharmacists, our careers are changing before our eyes.  What was once primarily a   
dispensary, support service practice has morphed into a new state of mind, which allows us to 
practice "at the top of our licenses."  ASHP's PPMI, or the pharmacy practice model initiative, is a 
profession led initiative that empowers us to take responsibility for our patients' out-
comes.  Through PPMI, the pharmacists’ role in patient care is maximized by improving       
health-care team integration, leveraging  pharmacy technicians, promoting pharmacist              
credentialing and training, encouraging the appropriate use of technology, and taking leadership 
in medication use.  
 More recent developments include CDTM, or Collaborate Drug Therapy Management, a 
team approach to healthcare delivery whereby a pharmacist and prescriber establish written   
guidelines or protocols authorizing the pharmacist to initiate, modify or continue drug therapy for 
a specific patient.  CDTM maximizes the expertise of pharmacists and physicians or other        
prescribers to achieve optimal patient care outcomes through appropriate medication use and   
enhanced patient care services.  The CDTM act arrived in New York State in 2011 as a three year 
program to assess pharmacist effect on patient outcomes.   
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A report recently published by our New York State pharmacy leaders to the New York State  
Legislature, showed the outcomes, and as you can imagine, they were extremely impactful.  At 
the time of implementation of the act, eleven hospitals, managing a total of ten different disease 
states, participated in the demonstration project.  Patients whose care was overseen by a        
pharmacist participating in CDTM achieved an increase in time in therapeutic range of a        
medication; decreased time to therapeutic range; reduction in hospitalizations, readmissions, and 

emergency department visits; decrease in adverse drug reactions and mortality; and increased  

patient compliance and satisfaction. 
 Our profession also affords us the opportunity to directly help others in need.  Dr. Kanika 
Ballani, one of our Directors at Large, worked with the New York City Department of Health 
Community Engagement Team, to organize diabetes and hypertension education, as well as 
brown bag sessions held in churches spanning the Five Boroughs.  She led a team of pharmacists, 
students, and residents to counsel patients on their home medication therapy management.  The 
response was overwhelming, and resulted in requests for additional sessions with more pharma-
cists to counsel patients.  The Department of Health stated that "the services that were provided 
were one of the most important factors that they hope will make a difference in these             
communities".  Imagine if each of us utilized our pharmacotherapy skills to help someone in need 
just once a year.  I'm eager to find out.  One of my goals as president will be to increase           
opportunities for community service and outreach to our everyday lives. 
 I would like to thank our Board of Directors for the past year, who made a potentially 
overwhelming year feel easy and controlled.  Liz Cobb and Mary Choy: thank you for showing 
me the ropes and answering my unending questions.  Kanika Ballani, Wilson Tam, Jason Babby, 
Yi Guo, and Michele B. Kaufman, Honey Ahmad Hossein, Basirat Shoberu, and Jason Wong: 
thank you for your amazing dedication and dependability.  Our chapter has been in great hands 
and I am honored to lead our organization into the future, to help our profession be recognized as 
the healthcare providers that we are. Our State Council Leaders, Liz Shlom, Fran Jordan, Ted 
Friedman, Mark Sinnett, Joe Pinto, Karen Falk, Vickie Powell, Leigh Briscoe-Dwyer and Frank 
Sosnowski:  Thank you for all that you do.  We are fortunate to have so many active leaders who 
support us and help develop the future leaders of our     
chapter.  
 Special thanks to my mom and dad; my boyfriend, 

Ted; my brother and sister in law, Ashish and Shilpa, who 

traveled from Atlanta to be here tonight; and my friends, 

who have always supported me throughout my professional 
and personal endeavors.  I would also like to thank Arash 
Dabestani, Anthony Ricchiuti, and the rest of my NYU  
Langone Medical Center family.  I love coming to work 
each day and collaborating with you in our vision to help 
patients every day.  I am blessed to always have your sup-
port. 
 I would also like to thank Ted Friedman, Lester Ng, 
and the rest of my Mount Sinai family, for urging me to get 
involved in this organization and for mentoring me still all 
these years post-residency.  I urge all of you to find your 
student, resident, or colleague that you can bring to a board 
meeting.  You never know what will happen!  Thank you 
 
 . 
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Sr. Jane Durgan 
Kurt Kleinman 

Joel Yellin 
Isadore Greenberg 

Gilbert Simon 
Bernhard Mehl 
John Coppola 

Rafael Sandusky 
Seymour Katz 
Marvin Lew 

Harbert Carlin 
David Adelman 
Frank Corvino 
Harvey Maldow 
Richard Zeitoun 

Bruce Kay 
Barry Goldstein 
Nancy DiLiegro 

John Manzo 
Ted Friedman 

Frank Sosnowski  
Michael Blumenfeld 
Karol Wollenburg 

Bill Larkin 
Vickie Powell 
Joanne Meyer 

Christine Kubin 
Larry Schiller 

Michele B. Kaufman 
Thomas E. O’Brien 

Roy Browne 

 

2014 
Joel Yellin Award of Merit 

Arash Dabestani, Pharm.D., MHA, FASHP  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Award of Merit was established in 1967 by the New York City       Society of 
Hospital Pharmacists to honor an individual or a group of     individuals for signif-
icant contributions, which have had a positive effect on the practice of hospital 
pharmacy in the metropolitan New York area.  As of 2004, this award has been 
renamed the Joel Yellin Award of Merit, in honor of his devotion to the practice of 
pharmacy and the New York City and New York State associations. 

 

PAST RECIPIENTS OF THE NYCSHP AWARD OF MERIT 
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2014 
Harold Neham Award  

Tran Tran, Pharm.D.,BCPS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Harold Neham Memorial Award was established in 1982 by the New York 
City Society of Health System Pharmacists to honor a member of the society who 
has made a significant contribution to the literature and/or professional meetings 
promoting the profession of hospital pharmacy or improving hospital pharmacy 
services.  This award was named after    Harold Neham, the first president of the 
New York City Society of Health System Pharmacists. 
 
 

PAST RECIPIENTS OF THE NYCSHP HARLD NEHAM AWARD  

1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1988 
1994 
1995 
1998 
2000  

2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2008 
2010 
2011 
2012 

Lisa Profeta-Fernandez 
Robert Lantos 

John Papadopolous 
Gina Caliendo 

Michele B. Kaufman 
Catherine Tom-Revzon 

Sally Arif 
Amy Dzierba 
Mary Choy 

Carmine Varano 
Seymour Katz 
Bernard Mehl 
Gilbert Simon 
Marcia Jacinto 

Eleanor Schleider 
Lawrence Chodoff 
Valerie Perentesis 

Mark Sinnett 
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2014 

Outstanding Student Awards 
 

Mikel Richman  
Touro College of Pharmacy 

Hanlin Li  
St. John’s University College of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Outstanding Student Award is presented by the New York City  
Society of Health-system Pharmacists to an exceptional pharmacy student 
who has expressed dedication to health-system pharmacy. The New York 
City Society of Health-system Pharmacists Board of Directors select the 
award recipient. 
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Victor Chen 
Touro College of Pharmacy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Outstanding Member Award "Volunteerism Award" is presented by the 
New York City Society of Health-system Pharmacists to an exceptional   
pharmacy student.  It was first established in 2011 to honor an individual 
who has made an outstanding contribution to the community through        
volunteer service.  The nominees are selected by the President of the New 
York City Society of Health-System Pharmacists and voting members of the 
Board of Directors will then select the award recipient.    

2014 
Outstanding Volunteer Award 
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Educational Grant Support 
Industrial Relations Program – September, 2013 

 

Monthly Meetings, 2013—2014 
Simply Speaking HIV 

Novo Nordisk  
Sunovion   

Novo Nordisk  
Dendreon Corporation and Otsuka Pharmaceuticals 

Allergan 
Otsuka 

AstraZeneca 
Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

 
Special Projects-April, 2014 

Eli Lilly 
Otsuka Pharmaceuticals 

Astellas 
Amgen 

American Regent 
AstraZeneca 

B. Braun Medical Inc. 
Boehringer Ingelheim 

Bracco 
Cadence 

CSL Behring 
Forest 

Grifols USA 

Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Lantheus 
Lilly USA 

Merck 
Millennium:  The Takeda Oncology 

Company 
Novo Nordisk 
OctaPharma 

Onyx 
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals 

Sanofi Aventis 
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NYCSHP would like to thank 
the following companies for exhibiting at the  

Installation Program 2014 
 

Amgen 

Astra-Zeneca 

Boehringer Ingelheim 

Cadence Pharmaceuticals 

Celgene 

CSL Behring 

Daiichi-Sanyko 

Grifols 

Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Lantheus Medical Imaging 

Merck 

Novo Nordisk 

Octapharma 

Ostuka Pharmaceuticals 

Salix Pharmaceuticals 

Sanofi Pasteur 

Sunovion Pharmaceuticals 

Takeda Pharmaceuticals 
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General Assembly 2014 
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General    
Assembly  

2014 
SaraTOGA 
Springs, NY 
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NYCSHP Programs 

NYCSHP on the Today Show! 
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NYCSHP in Action! 
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Board of Directors 

 2013-2014 

President 
President-Elect 

Immediate Past President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Directors at Large 

Amisha Arya 
Yi Guo 

Mary Choy 
Tran Tran 

Michele B. Kaufman 
Jason Babby 
Karen Berger 
Charrai Byrd 

2014-2015 

President 
President-Elect 

Immediate Past President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Directors at Large 

Mary Choy 
Amisha Arya 

Elizabeth Cobb 
Yi Guo 

Michele B. Kaufman 
Jason Babby 

Kanika Ballani 
Wilson Tam 

2013-2014 Committee Members 
Bulletin Editors 

Haniyyah Hossain 
Basirat Shoberu 

 
Faculty Liaisons 

Mary Choy (Touro) 
Tran Tran (St. John’s) 

 
Public Relations 

Joe Pinto 
Suzanna Gim 
Antony Pham 
Elsie Wong 

 
Special Projects 

Yolanda Rodriguez 
Ezinne Onukogu 

Membership 
Karen Berger 
Kelsey Keeley 
Cathy Hwang 
Sarah Lyons 

Ezinne Onukogu 
 

Industry Relations 
Archna Lall 

Shahidur Choudhury 
Mary Habib 

Shuk-Ling Wong 
 

Social Media Coordinator 
Elsie Wong 

 
 

Grant Writing  
Evangelina Berrios-Colon 

Victor Chen 
 

Student Liasons 
Mikel Richman (Touro) 
Hanlin Li (St. John’s) 

 
State Liasons 
Mark Sinnett 
Ted Friedman 
Fran Jordan 

 
Archival  

Jason Wong 
Marisol Ibarra 

 
 
 

Delegates: Mary Choy, Yi Guo, Jeanie Kantrowitz, Michele B. Kaufman, Mike Mazza, 
Monica Mehta, Amisha Arya, Jason Babby, Jennie Kopystianskyi, Kanika Ballani, Karen 

Berger (Alternate), Wilson Tam (Alternate) 
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1956-57 Harold Neham 
1957-58 Harold Neham 
1958-59 Norman Baker 
1959-60 Arthur Dodds 

1960 April Leo Blackman 
1960 June Albert Kossler 
1961-62 Albert Kossler 

1962-63 Joel Yellin 
1963-64 Joel Yellin 

1964-65 Robert Leventhal 
1965-66 Gilbert Simon 
1966-67 Gilbert Simon 
1967-68 Bernard Mehl 
1968-69 Bernard Mehl 

1969-70 George Goldstein 
1970-71 Eugene Mills 

1971-72 Robert Feinberg 
1972-73 Ronald Post 
1973-74 Marvin Lew 

1974-75 Eleanor Schleider 
1975-76 Mary Link Bishop 
1976-77 Michael Morrone 

1977-78 Seymour Katz 
1978-79 Harry Hicks 

1979-80 Dorothy Testa 
1980-81 David Adelman 

1981-82 Diane Gerbauckas 
1982-83 Harriet Ellis 

1983-84 Michael Better 
1984-85 Harvey Maldow 

1985-86 Richard Zeitoun 
1986-87 Bruce Kaye 

1987-88 Anthony Pramberger 
1988-89 Barry Goldstein 
1989-90 Ray Gizienski 
1990-91 Catherine Dow 

1991-92 Anne Sorrentino 
1992-93 Michael Barrone 

1993-94 John Manzo 
1994-95 Frank Sosnowski 

1995-96 Ted Friedman 
1996-97 Abby Rosen 
1997-98 Jean Tang 

1998-99 Vincent Giambanco 
1999-00 Frances Jordan 

2000-01 Jennie Kopystianskyj 
2001-02 Vickie Powell 

2002-03 Darren Culshaw 
2003-04 Danielle Longo 
2004-05 Heather LaCorte 

2005-06 Bernadette Ellegard 
2006-07 Catherine Tom-Revzon 

2007-08 Emmanuel Palmero 
2008-09 Leila Tibi 
2009-10 Joe Pinto 

2010-11 Monica Mehta 
2011-12 Kwaku Marfo 

2012-13 Elizabeth Palillo 
2013-14 Mary Choy 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
NEW YORK CITY SOCIETY OF HEALTH-

SYSTEM PHARMACISTS 
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nycshp 


